Admissions requirements are changing.  In 2008, students will have to have:

4 yrs of English

3 yrs of Math (algebra level 1 and higher)

3 yrs of natural/physical sciences (2 must be lab-based)

3 yrs of Social Science (including 1 yr of US or world history)

2 yrs of academic electives

NOTE:  remedial courses do not count for the above requirements

In 2010, requirements get tougher.  The new requirements will be:

4 yrs of Math (algebra level 1 and higher)

2 yrs of Foreign Language (CU requires 3 yrs)

Admissions people from CCHE and CU stressed that a student’s successful completion of AP, IB or honors classes in high school is a strong predictor of being able to successfully graduate from college, and prepares students for the rigors and faster pace of higher education much better than regular high school course work.

Of students who do not take AP, IB or honors classes, about 75% will need remediation classes in college to get caught up.  Of students who do take those courses, only 25% need remediation.

Breakout session with English professors (from CSU, UNC, Metro):

We asked the profs what deficiencies they were seeing in college freshmen currently, and they came up with the following with strong agreement:

1. A lot of college freshmen aren’t getting simple punctuation and grammar. Some don’t know what a complete sentence is or how to use an apostrophe.

2. Students may have mastered the basic 5-paragraph essay structure, but can’t “think outside of the box” to focus more on content.

3. Students need more confidence in being able to state their own opinions and back them up with evidence.

4. Professors stated, students need to do “heck of a lot more reading.”  They need to do much more pleasure reading, and much more critical reading in all content areas.  

5. Students need more “authentic” writing experiences, again writing and supporting their own ideas and opinions.

6. Students need much more expertise in evaluating their sources, especially websites.  They need to know how to quickly and efficiently use online databases--especially understanding how to formulate keyword searches and then narrow their results.

7. Students need to understand how to evaluate and revise their research products, and how to synthesize information from a variety of sources.

Breakout session with social science professors

We again asked the profs what deficiencies they were seeing in college freshmen currently, and they came up with the following:

1. Students need to learn how to find information in non-fiction books by using indexes, tables of contents, or scanning content in a chapter rather than reading an entire book to find information.

2. Students need to learn how to read and article in a scholarly journal by reading abstracts and methodologies and quantitative research.

3. Students have huge problems with vocabulary.  They can’t derive meaning from scholarly jargon because they don’t understand root meanings of words.

4. Students need to read a lot more, including complex materials.  Students today can’t decipher even newspaper articles from earlier periods of history or primary sources.  Again, students need to read critically.

5. Students have so many problems with the mechanics of writing social sciences papers that professors are unable to evaluate the content of their work.  

6. Again, students need more confidence in expressing their ideas.  They should be used to debate so that they develop thicker skins when people challenge their ideas.

7. Professors wish that students did way less “hands-on projects” in high school and way more 5-page papers that required them to support their position with evidence, analysis and synthesis.  Students need to stop using “I think that” and “I feel that” and learn to create expository products.

Additional survival and academic skills needed in college include:

1. Time management

2. Handling money

3. Test-taking skills for essay and objective exams

4. Memorization skills

5. Ability to look at issues in depth and use information beyond textbooks.

