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1 General Information  
 
GREAT WALL CHINESE ACADEMY (GWCA) is a 
§501(C)3 non-profit educational organization based in 
Highlands Ranch of Colorado. We teach Mandarin Chinese 
language and culture to students from preschool through 
high school and to adults. We offer highly academic and 
comprehensive programs. We have well-trained, committed 
and experienced staff working with students; Our Sunday 

Chinese school is homed at Highlands Ranch High School 
in Douglas County Schools District (DCSD). We offer 
weekday after-school Chinese programs in many public 
schools across major school districts including Cherry 
Creek, Jeffco, Littleton, and Adam12 schools districts. We 
welcome students from all culture backgrounds to study in 
Great Wall Chinese Academy. 
 
School Contact Information 
Phone:   (720) 985-8970 
Mailbox: P.O. Box 631908, Highlands Ranch, CO 80163 
Website:  www.greatwallchineseacademy.org 
Email:  info@greatwallchineseacademy.org 
 
Sunday School Calendar  
�—�� Follow DCSD Conventional Quarter Calendar. 
�—�� Start school in August and finish in May.  
�—�� Span total 32 weeks in a school year. 
 
Sunday School Hours 

2:00PM – 4:00PM  Chinese Language classes 
1:00PM & 4:00PM Cultural and Enrichment classes��

 
 
2 Curriculum Guidelines 
 
Great Wall Chinese Academy prepares students to 
demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency by following 
the ACTFL’s 5Cs goal areas (communication, cultures, 
connections, comparisons, and communities) as outlined in 
the CLASS’ Standards for Chinese Language Learning for 
the 21st Century and the College Board’s AP Chinese 
course content and skills across the three communicative 
modes (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational).  
 
 
2.1 Chinese Language Learning Standards 
 
CLASS-The Chinese Language Association of 
Secondary-Elementary Schools �<5b���ã�:�-�Ü	#�î  
 

 
5C’s 
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Goal 1 Communication  AÁ?Ô�x#� 
Communicate in Chinese 
 
Standard 1. 1 Interpersonal Communication  
Students engage in conversations̆ provide and obtain 
information̆express feelings and emotions̆and exchange 
Opinions. ԈӇ ̆ ᵏ ȁӇ ȁ

 
 
Standard 1.2 Interpretive Communication  
Students understand and interpret written ̂in characters 
and̉or phonetic transcriptioñand Spoken language on a 
variety of topics.  ֶа ҉ᾗ̂

̃б  
 
Standard 1.3 Presentational Communication  
Students present information̆concepts̆and ideas to an 
audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics. 

а ў ᶕ ȁ ̆Ἱ‍ ֳ  
  
 
Goal 2 Cultures �[�êAx-¹  
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of the cultures of 
the Chinese-Speaking World 
 
Standard 2.1 Practices of Culture҃ᶋҩ  
Students demonstrate an understanding of social patterns 
and the practice of conventions̆and interact appropriately 
in Chinese Culture Setting. ӝ ֶ҃ᶋ ҩ

б ̆ з ѐ ᴇ. 
 
Standard 2.2 Products of Culture ּע  
Students demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
significant of components of the Chinese culturĕsuch as 
traditions̆art̆history l̆iteraturĕmusic. ѐ

̆ע ҃ᶋȁ ȁ ȁ ȁ ѳ ҩ . 
 
  
Goal 3 Connections  =a�îC�Eî  
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 
 
Standard 3.1 Making Connection  
Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other 
disciplines thru the study of Chinese. ұ ҃ѐ ̆ ╗

ὲ . 
 
Standard 3.2 Acquiring New Information  
Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive 
viewpoints that are only available through the Chinese 
language and culture. ⁮ ѐ

бᴇ . 
 
 
Goal 4 Comparisons �î��!¨EW  
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 

Standard 4.1 Language Comparisons  
Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of 
language through comparisons of the Chinese language and 
their own. ѐ бὲ ̆ ᵷ ҩ  
 
Standard 4.2 Culture Comparison ע  
Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of 
culture through comparisons of Chinese culture and their 
own. ѐ бὲע ̆ע ע ҩ  
 
 
Goal 5 Communities  /�	��r*ü  
Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and 
Around the World 
 
Standard 5.1  Language Beyond School Ԉ  
Students use the Chinese language both within and beyond 
the school setting. Ԉ ᾃ ѐ  
 
Standard 5.2  Life-1ong Learning  
Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by 
using Chinese for personal enjoyment and enrichment. 
ѐ ע ὡ ̆Ἱ ѳ . 

  
2.2 AP Chinese Course Content and Skills 
By College Board  
 
Interpretative Mode )Ú?·A´Gž 
Students interpret a broad range of written and oral texts. 
They develop reading proficiencies to identify and 
summarize main points and important details, and make 
appropriate inferences and predictions through exposure to 
highly contextualized written materials like advertisements, 
signs, and posters. They then progress through careful 
readings of more densely written texts excerpted or adapted 
from newspapers, magazine articles, contemporary 
literature, letters, and essays. Similarly, students develop 
their aural proficiencies through exposure to contextualized 
language excerpted or adapted from a wide variety of oral 
texts, ranging from the formal language heard in news 
broadcasts and announcements made in public places to 
colloquial language found in movies and television dramas. 
 
Interpersonal Mode AÁ?Ô"sEî 
The interpersonal mode involves spontaneous two-way 
interaction, such as conversing face-to-face or exchanging 
written correspondence. Teachers conduct class primarily in 
Chinese to facilitate students’ development of 
communicative strategies for initiating and sustaining 
conversation. Students are provided with significant 
opportunities to engage in class activities in which an active 
negotiation of meaning is required. Students also develop 
capacities to respond in culturally appropriate ways to 
questions on familiar topics, to understand conversations 
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among native Chinese speakers, and to comprehend and 
compose e-mail or personal letters as part of back-and-forth 
communication with other Chinese speakers. 
 
Presentational Mode ><E’$è/�  
Students develop speaking proficiencies to be able to create 
a level-appropriate speech or report, produce a newscast or 
video, and narrate personal experiences and current events 
in a coherent fashion with comprehensible pronunciation 
and intonation. They also develop the ability to write and 
speak in a variety of settings, types of discourse, styles, and 
registers. Students express themselves in writing on topics 
they have researched. They use a variety of written 
discourse styles, including descriptive, narrative, expository, 
and persuasive. Employing the organization, vocabulary, 
and structures appropriate to the purpose of their writing, 
students make themselves understood to an audience of 
readers with whom they will not have the opportunity to 
exchange further information and ideas. 
 
 

3 Programs 
 
3.1 Language Courses ���[AÒ/ß  
�—�� ἳ    Preschool Chinese  
�—�� ῆѐ    Bilingual Chinese K-4 
�—�� ѐ  Immersion Chinese K-8 
�—��  High School Chinese 9–12 

           (SATII Chinese /AP Chinese) 
�—�� ҃   Princeton Review Courses 
�—��    Chinese Crash Course (adults) 
�—�� н    Business Chinese (adults) 
 
3.2 Culture and Enrichment �[�êAÒ/ß   
�—�� ѐ ҉  Chinese Calligraphy 
�—�� ѐ ╖  Chinese Martial Arts 
�—��  Chinese Folk Dance 
�—�� ἳ  Young at Art 
�—�� ᾗ  Chinese Sketching 
�—�� ѐ  Chinese Yoyo  
�—�� ѐ  Chinese Origami 
�—�� ἳ  Children Violin��

��

3.3 Extracurricular Activities AÒ�ê#��|   
�—�� שּ ╘ Community Services 
�—�� ע  Community Events 
�—�� ֶ National Chinese Honor Society 
 

3.4 After school Programs  
GWCA offers after school program that provides a 
unique opportunity for public school students to learn 
Mandarin Chinese language and culture in after-school 
hours. Courses focus on basic Chinese vocabulary and 
simple conversations. Students can improve their 
Chinese language skills through learning Chinese poems, 
short stories and songs. Students can also explore 
Chinese cultures during class activities. It is fun and rich 
learning experience for all students.  
 
 
4 Language Course Descriptions 
    
4.1 Preschool Chinese�� 
The program is designed specially for young children from 
age 3 to 5. Students will learn basic Chinese skills via songs, 
poems, picture readings, activities, and Chinese handcrafts. 
Course materials are closely related to children’s everyday 
life. Children enjoy learning Chinese with our loving and 
caring teachers in the dynamic and fun classroom 
environment.  
��
Textbook: Children Chinese, Beijing Hanyu Institute 
 
4.2 Immersion Chinese K-8 
The immersion track of K-8 classes teach Ma Li Ping 
Chinese textbook that is designed for heritage students to 
read and speak first without Pinyin (Chinese phonetics), 
and then write. It focuses on recognizing Chinese characters 
through short stories and folk poems. After cumulating 
certain numbers of characters, students will be able to read 
and write fluently and naturally. Cultural content are well 
integrated with the language content It has well designed 
media as supplementary materials to help students reading, 
writing and listening at home. Upon completion of K-8 
courses, students will master 1500 plus commonly used 
Chinese characters.  
 
Textbook:  
Ma Li Ping, Ma Li Ping Chinese, Stanford Chinese School 
��
��
4.3 Bilingual Chinese K-4 
The bilingual track of K-4 classes teach Standard Chinese 
textbook that is designed for Students to begin learning 
Chinese with Chinese phonetic system (PinYin) and tones. 
Beginning levels textbooks have Chinese Phonetic 
Alphabets for all the texts; and focus on speaking and 
listening via daily-life conversations. As the learning 
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progress, reading and writing are explored more in depth. In 
each lesson students will learn new words and phrases, 
basic sentences and have hands-on class exercises. Upon 
completion of K-4 courses, the students will learn about 
600 frequently used Chinese words, 600 phrases and 200 
basic sentences. Students from bilingual track will use Ma 
Li Ping Chinese textbook starting level 5. 
 
Textbook: Standard Chinese, China Education Press 
 
 
4.4 High School Chinese 9-12 
High School Chinese courses teach New Practical Chinese 
Readers that is the most popular textbook used to teach 
Chinese in high schools and universities all over the United 
States. The objective of this textbook, and its companion 
workbooks, is to develop the student's ability to 
communicate using Chinese through the study of language 
structure, language function, and related cultural knowledge 
along with the training of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills. Each lesson includes Text, New Words, 
Notes, Conversation Practice, Reading Comprehension, 
Phonetics, Grammar, Characters and Cultural Notes.  
 
High School Beginners 9-10 
For high school students who are new beginners in learning 
Chinese, The vol 1 and 2 textbooks of New Practical 
Chinese are used. The course focus on learning 
pronunciation, students are exposed to various basic 
sentence patterns by engaging in simple dialogues, although 
grammar is not discussed systematically at this stage. 
Students learn and practice fundamental sentence patterns. 
The course stress the fundamental rules of learning the 
Chinese script, studying easy forms such as basic strokes, 
character components and single-component characters first 
before moving on to difficult ones. Upon completion of the 
9-10 courses, the students should have an elementary 
command of basic Chinese language structure.  
 
High School Intermediate Learners 9-10 
For high school students who completed K-8 courses, they 
will enter New Practical Chinese vol 3 & 4 textbooks 
directly.  The textbooks consolidate, expand and deepen 
students' understanding of lexical items and sentence 
patterns. Vol. 3 & 4 introduce more vocabulary items and 
grammatical points, these lessons concentrate on the 
teaching of complex sentence and paragraphs not 
emphasized in earlier Chinese teaching materials. These 
lessons are designed to interact closely with the unit 
reviews, not only increasing the students' command of 
linguistic structures and functions, but also (and more 
importantly) giving them a sense of accomplishment in 

communicative abilities at each stage of the learning 
process. As well the textbooks introduce topics of interest 
to students, illustrating cultural differences between China 
and West. The students will master the communicative 
function and also obtain a firm grasp of language structure.  
 
High School AP/SAT II Chinese 11-12 
GWCA prepares studnetrs in classes 11-12 for AP or/and 
SAT II Chinese exams. The texkbook Harvest has the focus 
in the accordance to the ACTFL’s 5Cs – Communication, 
Culture, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. The 
course aims to equip students both linguistically and 
culturally, and prepare them to speak, read and converse in 
Chinese successfully within and beyond the school. The 
program’s features include premium on communication 
through cultural understanding and real-world use of the 
Chinese language, as well as the discussion on differences 
and similarities between cultural practices and perspectives 
in a real-life context.  
 
Upon completion of class 11, students are well prepared  
to pass AP Chinese exam and take SAT II Chinese at the 
beginning of class 12.  
 
Textbook: 
[1] Jun Liu, New Practical Chinese Reader,  

Beijing Language and Culture University Press 
[2] Xu Jialu, Harvest for AP Chinese 
 
5 Adult Course Descriptions 
The Great Wall Chinese Academy offers four Adult Chinese 
Classes that aiming for practical use while traveling, 
studying or working in China. 
 
Basic Chinese 
Greetings, Introduction, Inquiry, Invitation and 
appointments, Asking for help, Thanks and apology, 
Compliments, Congratulations, Taking a plane, Taking a 
train, Taking public transportation in the city, Renting a car 
or bicycle, At the hotel, Restaurants, Making telephone 
calls, Shopping, Strolling around, Being a guest, Talking 
about weather, Seeing a doctor 
 
Daily Chinese 
Making hotel reservations and checking in, Checking 
baggage and checking rooms, Exchange greetings and 
Asking for directions, Requesting service, Ordering food, 
Commenting on food, Shopping, Recommending and 
describing items, Being a guest, Making phone calls, 
Making requests and apologizing, Talking about hobbies, 
Leisure and entertainment, Seeking help, Taking a taxi and 
changing buses, Going to a theater, Sightseeing, Paying 
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compliments and expressing good wishes, Checking out 
and paying the bill, Exchange presents 
 
Travel Chinese 
Travel plan, Consulting a travel agency, Getting ready for 
the tour, Communicating with the guide, Looking for a 
hotel, Traveling with others, Looking for delicious food, 
Renting a car, Buying souvenirs and specialties, Looking 
for a restrooms, telephones and internet cafes,  Buying 
tickets, Reading a map, Asking for directions, Taking 
photographs, Sightseeing in the country, Visiting historical 
and cultural sites, Visiting minority regions, Emergencies, 
Returning and leave- taking, Developing films 
 
Transportation Chinese  
Greetings, Finding the way, Choosing a means of 
transportation, Choosing routes, Taking a bus, Taking the 
subway, Taking a train, Renting a car or bicycle, Buying a 
car or bicycle, Asking the way, Booking a taxi and hiring a 
minibus, Traffic accident, Emergencies, Getting through 
traffic congestions, Traffic etiquette, Weather and traffic, 
Purchasing and booking tickets, Returning tickets or 
changing dates, Checking baggage, Seeing somebody off 
and boarding a plane 
 
 
6 Culture Course Descriptions 
Great Wall Chinese Academy offers the best cultural and 
enrichment classes in town with innovative, award-winning 
professionals and artists. ԏ жн, 

Ȃ  
 
 
6.1 Chinese Origami ���Ñ�l4Œ  
Jessie Lo is a well-known Origami and self-innovative 

artist. In the class, students will 
experience the amazing art form by 
working with papers. Jessie will help 
students to build-up basic paper 
folding skills and put together beautiful 

presentation of animals, figures in papers. 
http://www.jessielo.com/ 
 
 
6.2 Chinese Sketching 2ô�£  

William Lee has years of 
experiences in teaching children. He 
is a graduate from prestige’s Guang 
Dong Art Institute in China. This art 
class will emphasize on the 

fundamental trainings for the students. It teaches students 

the core skills for drawing, sketching and use of colors and 
shades. Students in the class enjoy learning and have 
accomplished with impressive art works. 
 
6.3 Young Art ��0¹4¬+�  
Mo Geng is an accomplished artist from China who loves 

working with children. The class 
teaches basic skills of drawing. It 
has drawing theme such as animals, 
flowers, and plants, etc. Students 
will complete their artwork in each 
lesson. It is amazing class for 

students to do their artwork using their own imagination. 
 
 
6.4 Children Violin �å���¤*�  
Mimi has taught children violin for more than 30 years. 

The class teaches basic skills of 
playing violin. Students will learn 
both Suzuki and Chinese folk music. 
The instructor gives both group and 
individual instructions in classroom. 
Students perform in school and 

community events year-round that give our students a 
unique opportunity to explore on bigger stages. 
 
6.5 Chinese Folk Dance !å�£7òD�  
Moon Lee is a professional Chinese folk dancer and artists 
from Hong Kong. Students will learn beautiful Chinese folk 

dances while building-up basic dance 
skills. Moon Lee has her own 
beautiful way to interpret dance into 
life. The dance class performs in 
school and 
community 

events 
year-round that give students a 
unique way to explore on bigger 
stages and become shining stars 
and young artists.   
 
 
6.6 Chinese Martial Arts �s�ÿ  
National Martial Arts Academy 
Instructors from NMA help our 
students achieve their personal 
best by building their bodies and 
minds through martial arts 
training. All programs taught at 
the NMAA are Chinese based 
including; Traditional Kung Fu, Contemporary Wushu, Tai 
Chi Chuan and Gung Fu. http://www.wushunmaa.net/ 
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7 Records and Assessments 
 
Students Records 
GWCA maintains student records aimed to monitor 
student’s learning progress. 
�—�� Weekly students progress record including 

attendance hours, classroom performance, and 
homework records 

�—�� Quarterly student progress record with summarized 
academic records and teacher comments 

 
GWCA Unit Assessments 
GWCA teachers of all leveled classes prepare weekly 
quiz and unit tests explicitly linked to the content and 
skills that comprise the learning goals of each unit of 
study. Teachers identify formative and summative 
assessment tasks throughout the unit learning activities 
as a means of enabling students to achieve success on 
each successive assessment.  
 
Youth Chinese Proficiency Test (YCT) 
YCT is a standardized international Chinese proficiency 
test, directed at examining non-native primary and 
secondary school students’ capability in applying 
Chinese language in their studies, personal lives and 
work; and administered through Confucius Institutes 
across United States. It consists of two independent parts: 
a written test and an oral test. The written test is 
comprised of YCT-Level 1, YCT -Level 2, YCT - Level 
3, YCT - Level 4, while the oral test is comprised of 
YCT (Elementary) and YCT (Intermediate). During the 
oral test, sound-recording devices are used. 
 
Staring in spring of 2009, GWCA has adapted YCT as a 
mean to assess students’ knowledge and language skills 
with measurement in US national level and international 
level. Classes in elementary and intermediate levels are 
selected to take the test in spring of each school year. 
 
AP Chinese and SAT II Chinese Exams 
GWCA prepares high school students in class 11 & 12 to 
take AP and SAT II Chinese exams since year 2007. 
Students register the exams through their own high 
schools.   
 
8 Teachers 
�—�� GWCA recruit teachers from local communities. 
�—�� GWCA welcome teachers from diversified culture 

backgrounds with highly academic credentials in 
Chinese language and culture areas and professionals 
as teachers from diversified industry fields. 

�—�� GWCA provide teachers with curriculum guidelines, 
and designated textbooks of each leveled class. 

�—�� GWCA provide teachers opportunities for 
improvement through on-going trainings at Sunday 
school’s teacher group meetings, and local 
professional trainings for Chinese teachers such as 
CCLTC workshops and STARTALK programs 

�—�� Teachers prepare weekly lesson plans; and publish 
quarterly lesson schedule to students and parents and 
year-end classroom reports to school community 
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